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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The publication is graphic novel submitted for classification by the Secretary for Internal Affairs 
following a complaint from a member of the public. The complainant submitted that the book deals 
with child sexual exploitation. The graphic novel consists of black and white line drawings and 
blocks of hand written text all by Jane Mai, a comics illustrator and author based in New York. The 
quirky and humorous vignettes are based on the author’s life. Topics covered include dating and 
relationships, sexual encounters, depression, Jane’s ongoing attempts to find work, and her 
relationships with her parents. While at first glance the character as drawn looks like a child, the 
context provided by the rest of the graphic novel makes it abundandy clear that Jane is an adult, and 
not a child. The graphic style or narrative device of presenting youthful adult characters as child-like 
is derived from Japanese manga and graphic art traditions and is endemic to anime. It is likely to be 
understood in this way by Jane Mai’s audience, rather than interpreted in the same way as the 
complainant. The book does both describe and depict sexual activity in some detail, some of which 
is quite adult and ribald. This content, and to a lesser degree material related to dmg use, and highly 
offensive language, means that a restriction to older teenagers and adults is necessary in order to limit 




the risk of injury to the public good. Limiting the availability of publications which deal with adult 
sexual material to audiences of an appropriate age is a reasonable and justifiable limitation on the 
right to freedom of expression. 



